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WASHINGTON–Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)                announced that the Department of Housing and Urban Development has                awarded $279,840 to the Pittsfield Housing Authority.

               "This funding will allow the Pittsfield Housing Authority to                modernize and improve security for local public housing. HUD's investment                in Pittsfield's public housing demonstrates the federal government's                commitment to support local infrastructure," Olver said.

               The funding is the second installment of a Public Housing Modernization                Grant that was awarded in 1998. The current funding comes from HUD's                Capital Fund program, which provides grants for modernization and                management improvements of public housing agencies.

               "The Capital Fund Program is an approach that allows local                authorities the flexibility to decide the best way to meet low-income                housing needs," Olver added. "This will ultimately mean                better public housing in Pittsfield."

               The money will be used to make improvements to the three federal                housing sites in the area: the Columbia Arms Development, which                contains units for seniors, and Dower Square Apartments and Jubilee                Apartments, which contain family units.

               For more information contact the Pittsfield Housing Authority at                (413) 443-5936. 
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